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It has been an incredibly positive start to 2022. The children have been on fine form and the adults have been working 

tirelessly to ensure that learning is engaging and ambitious. Children have been successfully negotiating their way out 

of the ‘Learning Pit’, their contribution to lessons has been high and there are plenty of smiles on faces. All in all, we’ve 

all earnt our weekend break! 

 

In school… 

I always like to include information about what the children have been up to in class, as a result, the phase leaders 

write a paragraph to share with you all. It’s slightly different this time around. At the start of the term, the teachers 

plan and deliver ‘Launch Days’ to immerse and engage children in their new topics. It’s been great seeing the 

children inspired by some wonderfully engaging activities. Please read on to find out more… 

 

EYFS… 

Our topic this half term in EYFS is pets and other animals. The children have enjoyed exploring the pet shop role play 

in Puffin Class, the zoo role play in Penguin Class and the Cinderella role play in Ladybird Class. They have learnt to 

retell familiar stories including Monkey Puzzle and The Snail and the Whale and have focused on hearing the rhyming 

words. The children have particularly enjoyed learning about different animals that live in the jungle and under the 

sea. 

 

Year 1… 

Year 1 have been looking at all things Bramley! The children have spent time looking at what facilities we have within 

our community and have been sharing where they like to visit (the bakery is very popular). Then, they ventured further 

afield…all the way to Australia. Through the powers of Google Earth, they took a virtual visit to the Sydney Opera 

House, Bondi Beach and to Uluru to check out Ayers Rock. After much exploring and comparing the two places, many 

of the children decided that they would rather live in Bramley! 

 

Year 2… 

Year 2 have discovered about the historic tragedy of The Titanic. They have found out about the wonders of The Titanic 

and all of the amazing feats of engineering that it contained. By looking at images, reading historical sources and non-

fiction books and posing enquiry questions they have started to imagine what life was like on board this vessel and 

what society can learn from this infamous disaster. 

 

Year 3… 

To start off the new year our launch days in year 3 focused on the mythology of dragons. The children learnt all 

about the history of dragons across the world and throughout history. We looked at eastern and western dragons 

and how they are still an important part of Chinese culture. This was followed by a country study of China in which 

the children researched its geographical and human characteristics. They had lots of fun during our second morning 

when they took part in a school wide orienteering treasure hunt. The prize for completing this was a couple of 

dragon based jokes which I won’t repeat as I’m sure you’ve heard enough bad cracker jokes recently. Following this, 

the pupils took part in a maths based raid on imaginary dragon’s lairs using the skills they had learned during the 

autumn term. I am happy to report that they all made it back safely. To finish both days, the children created their 

own dragons out of recycling materials which they painted and took home to guard over their own treasure hoards. 
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     Year 4… 

Year 4 have had an explosive start to our topic on 

Volcanoes. The children have been working 

incredibly hard to learn about how volcanoes are 

formed, what different types of volcanoes there are 

in the world and the devastating impact they can 

have. By using maps of the Pacific Ocean, the 

children plotted the Ring of Fire on their own map 

and discovered why this fascinating area of the world 

earned its name. They have also shown brilliant 

collaboration and enthusiasm when constructing, 

painting and then erupting their own volcanoes, 

having performed their own experiments of mixing 

different amounts of baking powder and vinegar to 

find the most explosive combination. 

 

Year 5… 

Year 5 have had a great start to the New Year by beginning our new 

topic - The Monarchy!  We have practiced our sketching techniques 

through creating portraits of ourselves as monarchs and using oil 

pastels to build colour and bring these to life!  The children have 

loved learning about the difficult art of calligraphy and had a go at 

creating words with these new techniques.  We designed and made 

gold and silver crowns with jewels and all became monarchs as we 

wore these throughout the day!  The children worked really hard at 

developing their different moulding techniques with clay and we 

created our own clay busts which we then brought to life with delicate 

painting.  Throughout our Monarchy topic, we will continue to learn about the good and bad qualities of leaders, 

different monarchs and how they have impacted our world today.  

 

Year 6… 

Year 6 have had a fabulous start to 2022 as they have immersed themselves into our new topic of WW2. To begin the 

half term, we had two launch days and a school trip! From their research, looking at a range of pictures from the war 

and the homefront, the children learnt lots of new information about the causes of the war and what it would be like 

to live in Britain during that time. After learning about rationing, they made cupcakes using a wartime recipe with 

rationed ingredients! There was a lot of grating and mixing involved but the finished result was delicious! Later, by 

using teamwork and their creative skills, they created their own mini Anderson Shelters from a range of materials 

(which we then dropped weights on to see if they could 

withstand force!) and practised with chalk to create 

beautiful artwork of St Paul’s Cathedral during the 

blackout. By the time it got to our school trip to 

Milestones on Thursday, they were almost WWII 

experts!   

 

We were so proud of the children when we took them 

out for the day - they were polite, helpful, respectful 

and listened beautifully when in the workshops 

learning about women’s role during the war, and the 

role of the ARP warden. It has been a brilliant start to 

our new topic and we cannot wait to see where else 

our learning takes us. 
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Collective Worship 

As part of our Collective Worship programme this half term, we are looking at the value of Peace. Key questions which 

we’ll explore include: What is peace? How can we find peace, even when it is difficult? Can peace exist without 

fellowship? In addition to this, we will look at key figures throughout history such as Martin Luther King. It would be 

great if you could find time to explore these questions and share your thoughts at home with your children.   

 

 

Recent Achievements… 

As a school, we work hard to ensure that we are inclusive and value everyone within our school community. Recently, 

this has been recognised by two awards we have earned. Firstly, we have achieved the Bronze Makaton Friendly status. 

This is a result of the use of Makaton by staff and children to communicate with people who have a hearing impairment. 

Secondly, we are the first school in Hampshire to be awarded the Gold EXA award from EMTAS (Ethnic Minority and 

Traveller Achievement Service). This shows excellence in the 5 assessed areas of Leadership & Management, Pedagogy 

and Practice, Data, Assessment & Progress, Teaching & Learning and Parental & Community Engagement. 

A huge well done to Miss Thomson for all her work as Inclusion Leader and very well supported by Mrs Kirby and Mrs 

De who took a lead role in these particular projects.  

 

Yr R Applications September 2022 

This is a final reminder that the deadline date for Yr R Applications for September 2022 is January 15th.  I am very 

pleased to share that our current predicted numbers for September are looking very positive. If you have not yet 

applied for a place for a younger sibling, you can do so by completing the online form that can be found following 

this link: https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions  

 

Reminder 

The reading race is back on! Please make sure you hear your child(ren) 5 times per week and sign the Reading Diary. 

It’ll make a difference in the race, but more importantly, it will help your child be successful through their schooling. 

 

Covid 

We are pleased to report that our cases of covid have remained low since returning after the Christmas break. Over 

the last two weeks, we can report a total of 16 cases within the school.  

 

As always, thank you all for your continued support and I hope you all have a restful weekend. 

 

Take care   

 

Mr Steve Moore 

Head of School 
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Key Dates 

 

09.02.22 Year 2 Sea City museum trip 

18.02.22 INSET DAY 

01.03.22 Year 5 Swimming 

08.03.22 
Year 5 Swimming 

Parents Evening (3.30pm – 6pm) 

 

10.03.22 Parents Evening (3.30pm – 6pm)  

 

15.03.22 Year 5 Swimming 

 

22.03.22 Year 5 Swimming 

 

29.03.22 Year 5 Swimming 

 

05.04.22 Year 5 Swimming 

06.04.22 Easter Service 

08.04.22 INSET DAY 

 

25.04.22 Back to school after Easter break 

 

 

 


